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Chawton House Library Acquisitions Policy  
 
 
1. General Scope & Chronological Parameters 
 
Chawton House Library focuses primarily on materials written by women, in English, during 
the period 1600 to 1830.  
 
Exceptions to the 1830 parameter include: a writer’s work produced before 1830 but also 
includes their work written after 1830. The main collection also includes any pre-1900 
biographical and critical material about women writers of the 1600 to 1830 period. 
 
 
2. Main Collection 
 
2.1 Subject Areas 
 
The collection consists of writing by women in all subject areas and is classified in two ways: 
the Writers’ Sequence arranges the novels, plays and poetry of women writers alphabetically 
by name, and the Dewey Decimal Sequence is used for classifying items not poetry, novels 
and plays by subject. 
 
The collection also includes material not written by women but providing context for the 
work of women writers. The Library continues to add selectively any titles which are 
anonymous or in such subject areas which may be of particular interest. 
 
The Library’s mission states that the Library seeks to promote women writers and is 
concerned equally with collecting works by obscure or unknown writers as well as works by 
well-known figures.  
 
2.2 Editions 
 
The Library seeks to hold early editions of works. The Library seeks to acquire the early 
edition which is best in scholarly terms. This is often the first edition (in many cases there 
was only one edition), but may be a second or third edition, if for example substantial 
revisions were made for later editions, or if it is known that the text of the first edition was 
changed from the author’s intention by someone else. 
 
The Library does not seek to acquire multiple editions of one work, prioritising instead the 
acquisition of additional titles. 
 
2.4 Language & Translations 
 
The Library collects works written in English, and generally, not works in any other 
language. However, a few writers are exceptions to this rule, since we wish to include some 
of the most influential women writers writing in other languages. These include Marie 
Catherine d’Aulnoy, Stéphanie-Félicité Genlis, Marie Madeleine La Fayette, Marie-Jeanne 
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Riccoboni and Germaine de Staël, all of whom are represented in the collection both in their 
original language and in translations into English. Translations into English of works written 
originally in another language are collected if they are written by a woman, or if they are 
translated by a woman. 
 
2.6 Anonymous works 
 
The Library collection includes a significant number of anonymous works (including 
approximately 280 anonymous novels). Anonymous in this context signifies a work which 
remains unattributed, as opposed to a work which was published anonymously.  
 
2.7 Provenance 
 
The Library does not prioritise the acquisition of presentation copies or copies of significant 
provenance.  
 
2.8 Physical condition 
 
The Library seeks to acquire books which are in good condition, but does not discount items 
in a worse condition if they are scarce and not easily acquired. Rare or contemporary 
bindings are not a priority. 
 
2.9 Donations 
 
In the case of donations, any edition of a relevant work that falls within the acquisition 
parameters and is not held by the Library is welcome. Donations of works already held are 
also accepted. 
 
3. Secondary Collection 
 
The Library has a collection of more recently published material, in support of the main 
collection. This secondary collection consists of material published after 1900 up until the 
present date. It includes the following: 
 

• later, scholarly editions of works by women writers 1600 to 1830 
• biographical and critical material on women writers 1600 to 1830 
• reference material such as bibliographies and biographical dictionaries 
• some more general works on the historical and social context of the period 

 
The Library continues to develop the secondary collection in all these areas. The purpose of 
this secondary material is to provide users of the library with on-site access to up-to-date 
scholarship on the women writers of the period and their work. 
 
It is important for the Library both to keep up with major new scholarly publications in the 
field and to buy retrospectively any major critical works from the last twenty or so years 
which are currently not held in the collection.  


