
 

 

 

 

Your final invitation to become a subscriber to Chawton House Library’s Knight Family Cookbook 

Jane Austen supported one of her favourite novelist’s works by subscription. Why not take the 

opportunity to follow this venerable literary tradition yourself, or choose it as a unique and 

memorable gift for a friend or relative by subscribing to the publication by Chawton House Library of 

The Knight Family Cookbook? 

In the current edition (March/April 2014), of Jane Austen’s Regency World, Chawton House Library’s 

Director of Research, Dr. Gillian Dow, has written an article entitled ‘Jane, the subscriber’ from which the 

following extracts have been taken: 

“In 1796 Frances Burney published her novel Camilla, or, a Picture of Youth by subscription. The 38 

pages of subscribers’ names – 1,058 individuals - include many illustrious figures of the late 18th century. 

All British intellectual and literary society is represented. From the statesman Edmund Burke to the 

great Maria Edgeworth – alongside Warren Hastings, Hannah More, Elizabeth Carter, Elizabeth Montagu 

and Horace Walpole. Indeed, there were two royals given pride of place in the list of subscribers to 

Camilla – the Duchess of York and the Duke of Gloucester. And alongside these literati and glitterati was 

a “Miss J. Austen, Steventon”. One can only imagine the pleasure with which the budding author viewed 

her own name in the list of subscribers to one of her favourite novelist’s works. It was also one of only 

two times that Austen’s name was to appear in print: the second was in another subscription list to a 

work of non-fiction published in 1808. Another reference to “Miss Austen, Steventon, near Overton” in 

the subscription list to Mary Sherwood’s The Traditions (1795) was likely to have referred to Cassandra.” 

Further to our previous announcements and calls for support, we are pleased to advise that we have 

now secured enough funding – thanks to the generosity and support of those who have already 

subscribed  - to enable us to progress with the digitalisation of The Knight Family Cook Book and 

beginning  the process of publication. Having taken this first step in publishing a new facsimile copy of 

this fascinating book, means we are now progressing well with our plans and, whilst we now have 

sufficient funds to go to print, we are offering a final invitation to become subscribers – for the more 

subscribers we get, the more copies we can print and the more such a publication will do to help spread 

the word about Chawton House Library and all that we do. 

The new Chawton House Press edition of the book, originally dating from 1796, will contain a foreword 

by Gillian Dow. There will also be an introduction from Knight family member and Trustee of Chawton 

House Library, Richard Knight, thereby strengthening modern day, personal links with this enchanting 

family cookbook and historical heirloom. 

The minimum subscription is £30 or $50. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Becoming a subscriber – either yourself or by purchasing a subscription as a gift – will entitle you to a 

copy of the book and also enable you to purchase further copies at a discount.  

The final date to become a subscriber has been set as the 31st March 2014, with publication in early 

summer. 

Yes, I would like to become a subscriber to the new edition of The Knight Family Cookbook. 

 I enclose a donation of £30 or $50 to become a “Subscriber”. 

or 

 I enclose a larger donation of £/$..........…………….to be recognised as a “Noble Patron”. 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Chawton House Library (UK) / North American Friends of Chawton 

House Library (USA/Canada). Credit card donations can be made online at www.chawtonhouse.org or by 

calling +44(0) 1420 541010.  

Information required: 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………..Postcode/Zip……………………………………………… 
 
Country……………………………………………………………………………..Email……………………………………………………………. 
 
 
If this is a gift subscription gift, please include the recipient’s contact details for the printed book: 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode/Zip……………………………………….. 

Country……………………………………………………………………………Email…………………………………………………….. 
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DETAILS OF NAME/DEDICATION TO BE PRINTED 

(e.g. Mrs. A. Smith) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

NB. If more than one gift subscription, please enclose details on separate page. 

Please send your completed form to: 

Free post RSGB-GABS-LBHS, Chawton House Library , Chawton, Hampshire GU34. 
 
Or 
 
North American Friends of Chawton House Library, 824 Roosevelt Trail, #130, Windham, ME 04062 
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